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to the Ainu People

that indigenous peoples have suffered from historic
s a result of, inter alia, their colonization and dispossession
ds, territories and resources, thus preventing them from
in particular, their right to development in accordance with
eds and interests
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Case Studies of Violations of
Ai ous Rights

\ Jdigenous peoples have the right to the full enjoyment, as a collective
e or as individuals, of all human rights and fundamental freedoms

as recognized in the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal
Defration of Human Rights and international human rights law.
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Inspecting the Ainu Policy of Japan

Indigenous peoples have the right, without discrimination, to the
improvement of their economic and social conditions, including,
inter alia, in the areas of education, employment, vocational training
and retraining, housing, sanitation, health and social security.
States shall take effective measures and, where appropriate, special
measures to ensure continuing improvement of their economic and
social conditions. Particular attention shall be paid to the rights and
special needs of indigenous elders, women, youth, children and
persons with disabilities.
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New Visions for Ainu Policy

Indigenous peoples have the right to access to and prompt decision
through just and fair procedures for the resolution of conflicts and
disputes with States or other parties, as well as to effective remedies for
all infringements of their individual and collective rights. Such a decision
shall give due consideration to the customs, traditions, rules and legal
systems of the indigenous peoples concerned and international human
rights.
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1 ha from Hawaii to
A Omy friends with the
Citizens' Alliance for Better Ainu
Policies. It is an honor to have spent
time with you two years ago (and
several years earlier) in Sapporo
discussing strategic next steps in
your struggle for Ainu justice. And
I greatly appreciated your openness,
warmth and kindness to me.

I spoke with Professor Yoshida in
Hawaii this December about some
of the continuing challenges you
face as well as some of the progress
you have made. It is a long difficult
process. But it appears that you are
doing the right thing in growing
awareness by international scholars
and organizations and seeking
their support for the justice path
you are advancing. Building that
broad foundation of awareness

and support can make a significant

positive strategic difference in
the near and long-term future. I
encourage you to keep it up!

I personally have had some health
challenges but seem to be somewhat
better. As my very small continuing
part, I continue to urge American
scholars and communities to learn
about Ainu history and present-day
justice efforts -- and to be strongly
supportive. Please know that there
are many who support your efforts."
With kind regards,

Eric K. Yamamoto

Fred T. Korematsu Professor of
Law and Social Justice,
University of

Hawaii School of Law
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TIME FOR A NEW APPROACH
TO AINU POLICY

2 1 marks both the 150th anniversary
O 8both of the Meiji Restoration
and of the beginning of full-scale colonization of
Hokkaido by the Japanese state. In February 2018,
to mark the anniversary of the 1868 renaming
of the island as Hokkaido, a spectacular light-
show was held in Sapporo, in which a series of
images — including images of traditional Ainu
textile designs — were projected onto the surface
of the great Meiji Era redbrick Old Hokkaido
Government Building in the city centre. The event
was symbolic at multiple levels. In a sense, of
course, it was a celebration of the splendour of
Ainu culture and a reminder to all Sapporo citizens
of the Ainu history of the island where they live.
But the images touched only the surface of the
building, and were fleeting and emphemeral. Once
the celebration was over, the images vanished, and
what remained was the unchanging solid brick
edifice constructed by Meiji colonialism.
Developments in the government’s Ainu policy
over recent decades have often seem a little like
that light display. Of course there have been
signficant achivements. The abolishion of the
discriminatory ~ “Former Natives Protection
Law” and its replacement with an Ainu Cultural
Promotion Act in 1997; the Nibutani Dam court
ruling of the same year; the 2008 decision by
both houses of the Japanese Diet recognising the
Ainu people as an indigenous people; and the
recognition by the 2009 Expert Council on Ainu
Policy of the Japanese government’s historical
role in inflicting severe damage on Ainu society —
all of these marked steps in the recognition of the
value of Ainu culture and history.

And yet, beneath the changing official image of
Ainu history and culture, the hard edifice created
by Meiji colonialism survives to the present day.
No compensation has been paid for the forced
expropriation of land and resource rights from Ainu
people, or for the effects of forced assimilation
policies. No official state apology has been issued.
Though the process of returning the human
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remains and ceremonial items pillaged from Ainu
graves by researchers and collectors has begun, the
remains of many hundreds of people are still held
in the University of Hokkaido, and hundreds more
are held in universities and museums throughout
Japan and worldwide. State plans for a ceremonial
resting place for these remains have not been
based on proper recognition of the wishes of Ainu
communities themselves, and reflect the top-down
approach characteristic of colonial paternalism.
In these difficult circumstances, the Citizens’
Alliance for Reexamining Ainu Policy has for
the past two years been bringing together Ainu
people and Wajin to debate issues of redress,
repatriation of remains and indigenous rights,
and to put forward a new approach to Ainu policy
that would seriously confront and overcome the
enduring negative legacies of colonialism. These
proposals draw on the experiences of other
countries, including Canada, New Zealand and
Australia, where issues such as land and resource
rights have been at the centre of indigenous policy
for decades. All of these countries face their own
problems, yet all have taken significant steps to
dismantle the legal structures of dispossession
created by colonialism.

I commend the Citizens’ Alliance’s vision for the
future. This vision is important above all because
it is one that emerged from debate within Ainu
communities themselves, and is not imposed from
above by governments or external “experts”. 150
years after the Meiji Restoration, the time is surely
ripe for such a vision. It is time for Ainu policy
finally to break out of the structures of colonialism.

Tessa Morris-Suzuki

Australian National University.
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